Experiencing Jesus


	When you undertake a theolgy degree at a Bible School, one of the inevitable consequences is that you end up reading the Bible extensively. One of the things that has struck me profoundly in my reading of the accounts of the life of Jesus, is that he provoked a strong reaction in everyone who met him. I cannot think of a single individual who encountered Jesus personally and didn't show a strong reaction. Sometimes people reacted positively, at other times their reaction was very negative. But he always provoked a strong reaction.

	The Jewish religious leaders reacted strongly to Jesus. He challenged them, he questioned some of their rules and regulations, he accused them of misrepresenting God in certain ways. By turns they were suspicious of him, they were jealous of his popularity, they ended up hating him and planning to kill him.

	The ordinary people reacted strongly to Jesus. They followed him in their thousands, eager to hear him preach and teach. He told such simple stories of everyday life, and yet somehow these stories managed to communicate such deep spiritual truths, that even weeks and months later, they found themselves still meditating on these stories and being transformed by them.

	Sick people reacted strongly to Jesus. Here at last they found someone capable of helping them in their suffering. Here was someone who had both the capacity and the concern to release them from the misery of sickness.

	The spiritually oppressed reacted strongly to Jesus. They were so relieved to discover someone with the authority to end their nightmare of spiritual oppression. Finally they could break free of the dark forces that were ruining their lives.

	The disciples reacted strongly to Jesus. They loved him. First as their Rabbi, their spiritual teacher and leader. Then as a prophet of God, someone they experienced as speaking God's word into the contemporary situation. Then as a miracle worker, someone anointed with the power of God to bring healing and release as signs of the love of God. Then, finally, they came to love him as the very Son of God, the Christ, the Messiah.

	So many different reactions, but all very strong reactions. And this causes me a real problem.

	My problem is that most of the people I talk to today have almost no reaction to Jesus. The only thing they feel towards Jesus is apathy, a complete indifference.
	How do I reconcile these two facts? On the one hand every person who meets Jesus in the Bible reacts strongly to him. On the other hand, most peope that I meet today seem to have no significant reaction to Jesus?

	The only conclusion that makes any sense to me, is to conclude that most people that I meet today HAVE NEVER REALLY MET JESUS.

	This is as tragic as it is surprising, for most of the people that I meet have had some contact with the Church - the institution that is meant to make Jesus known to the World. Most of them have also had contact with at least a few prectising Christians - people who are meant to make the love of Jesus real to those around them. Most of them have also had at least some contact with the Bible and it's contents - God's revelation of himself to the World.

	Yet, in spite of all this, most people seem never to have had a real encounter with Jesus. They cannot have had, otherwise they would have a strong reaction to him.

	I don't know where you are in terms of your reaction to Jesus? However, if you are in the group with little or no reaction to Jesus, can I invite you to meet with him?

	I will tell you how to go about it.  First get yourself access to a Bible. Turn to one of the accounts of the life of Jesus (Matthew, Mark, Luke or John). Now before you do anything, pray this prayer;

	"Jesus, if you are real, if you love me, then I would like to meet you."

	Now begin to read. Read at your own rhythym, a few verses a day, a chapter a day, whatever. But always read having prayed the prayer above.

	I would be amazed if in the course of the days and weeks that follow, you did not have a real and personal encounter with Jesus. I cannot tell you how you will encounter Jesus, the Holy Spirit is infinitely creative in the ways in which he can make Jesus real to us. But I am certain that, one way or another, you WILL encounter him.

	How can I be so sure? Well God himself gives us this promise in the book of Jeremiah chapter 29 verse 13;

	"You will seek me and you will find me when you seek me with all your heart"

	One of the things it is impossible for God to do is to lie. Therefore his promises are totally dependable.

	I don't know what your reaction to Jesus will be. But at least you will have a reaction to him. And who knows, maybe you will become one of the hundreds of millions of people who, down through the past 2,000 years, have encountered Jesus and been wonderfully transformed by that encounter. People who have come into the deep experience of that love, joy, hope and peace that Jesus came into the World to restore to man.

	God bless you.
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