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Dear Friends and Family, 

 

“...I know whom I have believed, 

and am convinced that he is able 

to guard what I have entrusted 

to him unt il that day.” 

(2 Timothy 1v12b, NIV) 

 

This verse encouraged me this week (and the well-known 1883 hymn based upon it by Daniel 

Whittle).  

I was struggling a little, wondering whether God had forgotten about us, seeing no light at the end 

of the “tunnel of uncertainty” regarding our future.  

 

It was good to be reminded that Saint Paul, who was suffering far, far worse than us, was sustained 

by his f irm convict ion that God had both the will and the wherewithal to bring him through his temporary 

diff icult ies and into glory. Good to hold on to that! 

 

 

As we said in our last newsletter that we have felt that God 

might be about to move us on to something new. As we have 

prayed and sought God over the past months this feeling has 

only grown and strengthened. However, we st ill have absolutely 

no idea what our next assignment might be. As you can imagine 

this is a somewhat disquiet ing situat ion. On the one hand we 

are trying to prepare ourselves to move ; on the other hand we 

have no concrete direct ion or t imescale. Frustrating! 

 

 We would ask for specif ic prayer that God would speak to us and to those around us in order to 

guide and confirm our future direct ion. If you feel that God says anything to you regarding our situat ion 

we would very much appreciate that you share it with us.   

 

 



The few possibilit ies we have sought to explore so far have all come to nothing! This is good in a 

way, it keeps us from wast ing t ime and energy exploring wrong avenues, but humanly speaking it is 

somewhat demoralising. 

 

 In order to respond to what we feel God has revealed to us 

about moving on, we have stepped back from our involvement 

with the Vitteaux parish. We felt we should take some ‘t ime out’ to 

just recharge our spiritual batteries and to prepare ourselves for 

the future. It is good (especially for Sharon)  to be able to enjoy the 

experience of worship and not to be responsible for organising it!  

 

Father Yves st ill invites us to do things in the parish from 

t ime to t ime, but we have no on-going responsibilit ies.  

 

We learned last week that Father Yves has now  been 

nominated to another parish – two parishes, in fact. He will 

therefore leave Sombernon at the end of August for an even more 

rural parish further from Dijon.  

 

It will be tough for him and his parishioners since he has been in Sombernon for 11 years. The new 

priest will not live in the town – he too will take on responsibility for 2 parishes. So it will be difficult all 

round, and we would ask for your prayers for all priests as they are moved around at the end of the 

summer. 

 

 As part of our preparat ions for the future we have started to clear out our household junk in order 

to make any future move as easy as possible. So even books are being sorted and thrown away – yes, you 

read that correctly, Stephen has THROWN BOOKS AWAY! 

 

 

 Stephen has also been able to consecrate a lot of t ime 

to writ ing and has f inally completed his “Jonah – The Epistle 

of Wild Grace” meditat ional commentary. This has now been 

sent to a publisher in the USA. We should hear from them in 

June whether they will publish this book or not. Quite a nerve-

racking t ime! Lots of doubt and fear of failure. Lots of 

quest ions and what-ifs? However, Stephen is  certain that it 

was God who directed him into this act ivity, so if publicat ion 

is not the end-goal, then we will need to ask God what we are 

meant do with this work.  

 

The translat ion into French is st ill on-going and will probably take another year at least to 

complete. Stephen was asked to do two evenings during Lent present ing some of this Jonah material in 

two different parishes, and both evenings were very posit ive and encouraging. 

 

 



Spending three days at the 

retreat for young people preparing 

their profession of faith in our group of 

parishes was encouraging for him and 

also for Caleb, who part icipated  as a 

leader too.  God turned up! It was great 

to have 13 and 14-year olds spending 

t ime in silence before God!  

 

 

 

 

 

Caleb is wait ing to f ind out if he can go to Dijon university in order to do his f irst year law course 

from the beginning, start ing in September.  He has also signed up for driving lessons and is much more 

posit ive. He is st ill growing and Josh may f ind himself the ‘shortest’, apart from Mum, when he returns! 

Caleb really enjoyed spending ten days in Scotland recently, especially being with Josh at St irling and 

experiencing student life in a different context! 

 

Josh has f inished his year well. He has accommodat ion on campus sorted out for his fourth year 

and has been offered occasional work at the university play-group since he volunteered there in order to 

carry out some experiments! Sharon went back to Scotland just for a few days in May and it was great for 

her to go to his church with him. He has become an associate member and is very happy there, again 

involved with children’s work. 

 

Ben loves being back amongst his friends in Belfort and has done well. He came second in his year 

for one of his exams! He won’t f inish the year until July 5th and needs to focus on exams at the end of June. 

 

 Over recent months Sharon has struggled with some health problems. Her shingles has flared up 

again and gives her a lot of pain in her side from t ime to t ime. This seems to be exacerbated by stress and 

unfortunately her job is quite stressful at this t ime – long hours and lots of hassle;  another reason why we 

will be glad when God opens up a new direct ion for us. But a physical ‘MOT’ thanks to the French health 

system ( for people who reach a special birthday! )  showed no on-going problems, praise the Lord.  

 

 Again we thank you for your prayers and f inancial support. Please pray for us. Please share with us 

anything you feel God says to you about our situat ion. The Lord bless you and give you grace and peace. 

 

 

Stephen, Sharon, Ben, Josh and Caleb                  


